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The blue instruction columns are for your help 

designing and will not print out on your poster  

 
This PowerPoint Poster template has been designed to produce an 

‘A’ size poster (Even though it is currently setup for A0, we are able 

to scale this to fit any ‘A’ size A0,A1,A2 etc.).  

It is initially designed as a four column poster (although this can be 

altered – see Modifying instructions below) and includes the 

University Logo, Faculty Name and Faculty web address. 
  

The template should help design a well laid out scientific poster and 

will hopefully help to save you time by not having to start from 

scratch. 
 

The template has all the elements you need to create your poster, 

and by simply dragging and dropping the individual poster elements 

you can quickly and simply create a well laid out poster. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the templates, or if you want to 

get your poster printed by us please contact : 

PhotoGraphics Unit on Tel: 0161 275 5258 or  

Email: photographics.lifesciences@manchester.ac.uk 

 

Modifying the Poster Layout 
 

This PowerPoint template has three different column layouts. To 

change to one of the different layouts, Right-click your mouse on the 

background (not on the columns or Title Bar) and click on “Layout” 

to see the different layout options.  
 

The columns in the provided layouts are fixed and cannot be moved but advanced users can modify 

any layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 

 

Using the placeholders 
 

To add text to this template click inside a placeholder and type in or 

paste your text. To move a placeholder, click on it once (to select it), 

place your cursor on its frame and your cursor will change to the 

symbol of your ‘mouse pointer on a cross’.  

You can then, click once and drag it to its new location where you 

can resize it as needed.  

Additional placeholders for Titles, Text and Images can be found on 

the right hand instruction column of this template. 

 

Viewing your poster 
 

This Template has been designed at A0 size. If you view the 

template at 100% (to zoom in and out go to the VIEW menu and 

click on ZOOM to set your preferred magnification), it will give you 

an idea as to how the text and graphics will look when printed at A0 

size.  

 

Removing Template Elements 
 

To remove any of the Sub-Title Bars and  text boxes that are already 

on the template and that you don’t need, just select the with the 

mouse and press the delete key. 

Importing Text and Graphics from External 

Sources 
 

Text: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing placeholder or drag 

in a new placeholder from the left side of the template. Move it 

anywhere as needed. 

 

Photos/Images: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, click in it 

and insert a photo from the menu. 

 

Tables: You can copy and paste a table from an external document 

onto this poster template. To adjust  the way the text fits within the 

cells of a table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, click 

FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the 

INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 

 

Graphs: You should save graphs as image files such as jpeg, in the 

programme that you created them in e.g. excel, and then insert 

them into the poster using the Photo/Images instruction above.  
(Don’t copy and paste you graph from the programme e.g. Excel directly 

into the template as the graph may not print properly) 
 

 

Poster Elements 

 
Use the sections provided below to add new elements to your 

poster: Drag a placeholder onto the poster area, size it, and click in 

it to edit. 

 

Sub-Heading placeholder 

Move this sub-heading placeholder onto the poster to add another 

sub-heading. Use section headers to separate the sections and 

topics on your poster.  

 

 

 

Text placeholder 

Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster to add a new 

body of text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture placeholder 

Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it first, and then 

click it to add a picture to the poster. 
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Methods 

Our data is submitted to the Commissioners on a monthly basis from April to March 

and all of this data is then collated at year end with input from the laboratory and 

communications team and put into the annual report which is then available for the 

public.   
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NHS National Commissioning Group - Highly Specialised Services  

  

Chronic Pulmonary Aspergillosis National Service 

  

Background: 

National Aspergillosis Centre (NAC) is commissioned as a Highly Specialised Service 

within the NHS and has completed its 10th year. 

The NAC was commissioned on 1st May 2009 by the NHS Highly Specialised 

Commissioning Group to provide long term care in both out-patient and inpatient 

setting for the patients with chronic pulmonary aspergillosis (CPA) for England and 

Scotland. The centre provides high level of expertise in the clinical management of 

CPA, diagnostic testing and monitoring and access to high cost drugs for patients with 

CPA. It is supported by the Mycology Reference Centre who manages TDM, sputum 

cultures, PCR, Galactomannan and pyrosequencing.  Regular MDT’s are held with 

our clinical team, thoracic radiology, thoracic surgery and interventional radiology 

teams. The centre has undertaken a vast amount of audit and research over the last 

ten years. 

 

Overview 

NHS National Commissioning Group – Ten 

years service 

1Division of Infection, Immunity and Respiratory Medicine, University of Manchester, UK;  
2Science and Medical Communications Team, National Aspergillosis Centre, UK 

C Harris1,2, B Bradshaw2, GT Atherton1,2,H Findon1,2, 

DW Denning1,2 

Staff 

We started with 3 consultants, 2 specialist nurses, 1 manager and 2 

communications/Aspergilllus Website staff. The team has now grown to: 7 

Consultants, 6 Clinical Research Fellows, 6 Specialist nurses, 5 nurses for the OPAT 

team,1 Nursing assistant, 2 Specialist physiotherapists.  In addition we have 4 staff in 

our communications team and 5 admin staff. 

It is clear that the National Aspergillosis Centre in its base in Manchester has 

overseen a dramatic increase in the number of CPA cases it has seen over its first 10 

years, with a 9-fold increase in patient numbers, and there is no sign that this rate of 

increase will diminish. Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) is a common 

comorbidity and a national map of COPD (Fig 5) illustrates that although we seem to 

be seeing a representative portion of CPA patients in the North West of England, there 

are likely to be ‘hot-spots’ that we aren’t seeing in the North East, East and West 

Midlands, London, Home Counties and South Wales.  

Future Directions 

Given the increasing numbers a hub and spoke service will help to capture patients in 

other parts of the country. 

Summary 

Results 

Since commencement of the service 2764 patients have been assessed with some form 

of Aspergillus. 1185 patients were reviewed and confirmed with CPA and these numbers 

continue to rise.  Some of these patients have died (approx. 422). The majority of 

patients have significant co-morbidities and their management is complex. Around 184 

patients have been discharged (Figure 1). 

 

 

 

Figure 1. CPA patients on service at the end of each year from 2009/10 to 2018/19 with new 

aspergillosis referrals (2016-2019) and. Patient discharges and deaths per year are also 

shown. 

We have successfully saved bed days following the setup of OPAT services as can be seen in the 

chart below (Figure 2).  
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Figure 2. Number of admissions, bed days and OPAT days 

at Wythenshawe by year from 2014-15. 

A total of 117 bronchial artery embolisations have been carried out and 33 surgical 

resections have been undertaken (Figure 3). 

  2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 Total 
Embolisation 
  

16 15 13 9 13 6 20 12 13 117 

Surgical resection 
  

4 3 2 3 4 4 3 6 4 33 

Figure 3 

Drug expenditure – our budget for drugs is supported by our commissioners who allow 

high cost drugs to be used for CPA patients.  Voriconazole has now come off patent 

and the cost has fallen but we continue to use Posaconazole and Isavuconazole on a 

n-of-1 trial basis and Ambisome (~3mg/Kg) and/or micafungin (150mg/d) for failure, 

intolerance and azole resistance.  Patients on oral medication are put on Homecare 

delivery where appropriate arranged so that the patients can receive antifungals and 

postal bloods are used to monitor azole levels in between visits (Figure 4).  

  
NCG drug costs  

 
SUMMARY 
(2018-19) 

  

  TOTAL 
Itraconazole  7,884.12 
Voriconazole  65,928.94 
Isavuconazole  419,654.88 
Posaconazole  1,556,442.04 
Ambisome  32,398.67 
Micafungin  165,128.82 
HomeCare 
Delivery 
Charge 

47,788.36 

   

MONTHLY 
TOTAL 

 2,295,225.83 

 

 

 

 Figure 4. Drug costs at the National Aspergillosis Centre since 2009. 

Figure 5. CPA cases 2019 (left) and COPD relative risk 1985-2009 (right) 


